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1. The most disagreeable and generally unpopuler aspect of the People'a Government 
policies in Iyang hsien is that of land reform. Iyang heien, as well as the 
chuan yuen to which it belongs, is en agrarien community and the populace are 
wall aware of the effects of this reform. Farmers who were formerly tenants of 
the various landlords during the Nationalist Regime have been duly grante25X1X 
parcela of land according to land reform regulations. aS 
and their initial ardor over having land of their own has Giasipated completely. 
Compulsory taxes in kind are keeping them at the atarvation level. Under the 
landlord system it was @ common and accepted practice for tenants anticipating 
a fomily wedding or anniversary to postpone paying of rent till a later date. 
Landlorda seldom refused a request. In addition, there was alwaya safficlent 

25X1X food, famines excluded. he re (at 1951-1952 confided 
to me thet the landlord system was of great merit as comparad with thoir present 
lot. They would prefer to be tenants for a landlord than hoaxed by land reform. 


@, The merchant class of Iyang is slowly being liquidated by taxes and regulations. 
Merchants receiving shipments of stock must present entire lot at local tax 
bureau for recording prior to storing in shops. This effectively prohibits 
dodging taxes. They must also make out three receipts for each sale - oue for 
retention, one for customer, and one for tax bureau. This class of people were 
never antagonistic towards the Nationalists and look upon that regime with ioagin; 


3o The youth in Iyang hsien have profited from the advent of the People's Goverumeat 
due to opportunities for responsible jobs at an early age. They resected favere- 
ably to the tenets of this regime as the programs developed. By lete 1951 thei: 
enthusiasm was being tempered by two facts. The first was that they hag jobs 
offered but they could not quit, and thus their new freedom was shown te be 
hollow. SG€condly, the youth, being of school age, were mentally alert. When the 
contradictions of regime policy became apparent they were quick to discern then 
and their curiosity raised doubts in their minds. This is an important factor fo: 
anti-Communist support which will exist only until such time as the regime settle 
down to a less vacillating program in its tax levels, job shifting, and often 
ludicrous internal propaganda. 
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Most. peasants in Iyang helen have come to realize that taxes and the draft, 

a@e carried out during the Nationalist Regime, were not necessarily oppressive 
and that in order for Chiang Kai-shek to have fought Japan and varioys war Lorda 
such masters were’ needed, ‘Ware have: opened their eyas. The corruption of the 
Natictalist Regime is not nearly so important to them as it has become to 25X1X 


Buropeans. Corruption, though not as seek _ : sda phenomenon to the 
Oriental, particularly the Chinese. Peasants hat they considered 


corruption by Natdonaliet officials as thievery but not oppression. 


aeSination of news was by paper and compulsory meetings. These 
meauings were mandatory for populace and were conducted by Communist Party 


: ae neg ain erie 
embers, Illiteracy is high in Iyang hsien and such meetings effectively spread 


news and reach a broader segment of the population then possible before, By 
people had become bored with the monotony snd repeti- 
tiousness of these mestings. Also government controlled newspapers, all that 
were available, bad become of little intereat to the educated because of dull 
content. on occasion by several people whe hoped that[ 
T~Stsé‘“‘éiWOLL: “Ch: RO@We OF Formose and the outside world. A houseboy, 
living in tid |sompound, was approached -when_on errands, by. merchants 
who. were curioueepcar outside news, Jt. qhould be..pointed ov t), however, that. 
the lack. of outside news does net mean that. the government direeted agwa ia not 
palieved.in whoke.or in part, .They believe much of 14 because thay bave access 
to-nothing else, but they.are bored by its. Redios have: been aoafiscated and: 
only Party officiels have.them,. They. eagerly peak! news. @1s0 and at iesel level 
are mostly opportuniste, little different from the people they rule. 25X1X 


leaflets dropped, by aircraft are the only practical method for 

GL BSOMLGAS, ng acti -Communiat propagands te pearents in. the: invertor. wAPtLGLas.:. 
dopyed: such as-utensila-or-arms would ‘bw -weelens. ae. thay .would: give’ the 
recipient away tothe police, Gossip among peasents.is still a. habits Chinese 
style’ clothes arava possible form of. aid. as- clothes ave.short,. partictlarly 
aiong farmers. Western style clotues supplied. through  UNNRA. immediahely afper, 
‘gha'ef Werld War IT have been -nidden fer fear of vepris@l,; 00°... 7 aoe 
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